INTRODUCTION	I?
help and work in common for pur colleagues who have the respon-
sibility of teaching and creating the Co-operative doctrine and
find no place in the ranks of the existing organisations.
The papers read^at the second meeting of the Institute
in Paris, 1932, are included in this volume. They indicate
both the quality and the scope of the studies undertaken
by its members, and the subjects they deal with will be
recognised as among the important current problems of
Co-operation:  its teaching,  its  place  in  the relations
between producers and consumers, its financial problems
in a capitalist world, its promotion among the peoples of
tropical countries.^ It will be seen that these papers are
not propagandist in the sense of assuming a conclusion
and making the argument fit the end, but maintain the
scientific spirit which  permeates Gide's own  studies,
Mr. Barou, for instance, who treads more controversial
ground than the others in his presentation of some of the
problems of Co-operative  finance, discussing  whether
Co-operation is to co-exist with capitalism, or to replace
it, expresses, as others have done, a preference for the
latter; but he is far from assuming that this is either the
destiny or the present ^ tendency of Co-operation; his
statement of the situation is a critical comparison of
capitalist and Co-operative banking, and while some of
his deductions may be questioned, as they were in the
discussion of the paper at the Paris meeting, no Co-opera-
tor and few economists ^ will  quarrel  with  his  main
conclusion, that Co-operation must integrate its financial
organisation, nationally and internatioimlly, if it is to
serve as a basis for a planned economy.
Can Co-operation so^ serve? Is it the key to a more
stable economic order, in which production will respond
to need, in which distribution will distribute, in which
national character will enrich and not thwart the diversifi-
cation of a civilised life—to that better financial and
commercial system which not only Co-operators are
seeking to-day? That is the fundamental question which,
following the practice of its founder, the members of the
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